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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The report recommends a variation in the Instrument of Government for 
the governing body of Pope John Catholic Primary School to allow a 
change of name of the school. 
  

2. RECOMMENDATIONS 

That the Instrument of Government for the governing body of Pope John 
Catholic Primary School, as set out in Appendix 1 of this report, be made, 
coming into effect on the 1st September 2015. 
 
 

AUTHORISED BY:  
 
The Cabinet Member has signed this 
report. 
 
DATE: 7 August 2015 

 



 

3. REASONS FOR DECISION 

The Council is required to make a new Instrument of Government. 
 

4. BACKGROUND 
 

Regulation 14 (6) of The School Governance (Roles, Procedures and 
Allowances) (England) Regulations 2013 require the governing bodies of 
all maintained schools to agree any name change.  
 
The name and constitution of each governing body is laid down in a 
document known as the Instrument of Government.  A governing body 
may at any time change their name, in accordance with The School 
Governance (Roles, Procedures and Allowances) (England) Regulations 
2013 and The (School Governance (Constitution) (England) Regulations 
2012 by varying their Instrument of Government.  

 
5 UPDATE 
 

 At the Full Governing Body meeting of Pope John Catholic Primary School 
held on 8th July 2015 the governors voted to rename the School to 
celebrate 50 years since it opened. This complied with the School 
Governance (Roles, Procedures and Allowances) (England) Regulations 
2013 which state the governing body must agree to change the name of 
the school. 

 
 The school is celebrating 50 years since it opened this year, along with the 

parish church of Our Lady of Fatima. The school was named after Pope 
John XXIII, who was responsible for calling for the Second Vatican 
Council.  The second Vatican council took place from 1962-1965, Pope 
John XXIII did not live to see the second Vatican council through to its 
completion and died in 1963.  Pope John Catholic Primary School was 
named after him when it opened fifty years ago. 

 
On 27th April 2014 Pope John XXIII was canonised alongside Pope John 
Paul II and became known as St John XXIII. To mark the golden jubilee of 
the school and given that the build for the school expansion to two form 
entry is under way, the governing body felt it was an appropriate time to 
change the name of the school in recognition of his canonisation.  The 
school will move to two form entry in September 2016 and the LA has 
invested heavily in this expansion.  Cardinal Vincent Nichols, The 
Archbishop of Westminster, will be celebrating Mass on Saturday 19th 
September 2015 to commemorate the golden jubilees of both the parish 
and the school.  It is also proposed that he will lay a commemorative 
foundation stone in the new building. 

 
Cllr Rory Vaughan is a foundation governor and parent at the school. 
 



 
 

6. INSTRUMENT OF GOVERNMENT 
 
Accordingly, they have asked the Authority to vary their Instrument of 
Government to show the change of name of the school.   
 
Appendix 1 of this report sets out the constitution of the governing body in 
the form of an Instrument of Government, as requested by the governors 
of Pope John Catholic Primary School.   
 
 

7 RISK MANAGEMENT 
 
  The subject of the report is not included on a departmental or corporate   
                 risk register.  
 

8 COMMENTS OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF FINANCE AND 
CORPORATE GOVERNANCE  

 
  There are no financial implications to the Council. 
 
   Comments supplied by Jackie Saddington  
 
 

9. EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS 
 

     There are no equality implications. 
 

10. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
 The School Governance (constitution) (England) Regulations 2012 set out 

the framework for the constitution of governing bodies and the process of 
making Instruments of Government.  The Instrument of Government 
proposed in appendix 1 of this report complies with those regulations. 

 
   Comments supplied by Jackie Saddington 
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APPENDIX 1 
 

 
DIOCESE OF WESTMINSTER 

 

St John XXIII Catholic Primary School 
 

INSTRUMENT OF GOVERNMENT 
 
1. The name of the school is St John XXIII Catholic Primary School. 

2. The School was founded by and is part of the Catholic Church. The School is to 
be conducted as a Catholic School in accordance with Canon Law and the 
teachings of the Catholic Church, and in accordance with the Trust Deed of the 
Diocese of Westminster and in particular: 

(a) religious education is to be in accordance with the teachings, doctrines, 
discipline and general and particular norms of the Catholic Church; 

(b) religious worship is to be in accordance with the rites, practices, discipline 
and liturgical norms of the Catholic Church; 

and at all times the School is to serve as a witness to the Catholic faith in Our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

3. The School is a voluntary aided school in the trusteeship of the Diocese of 
Westminster and is an exempt charity for the advancement of the Catholic religion 
by such means as the Archbishop may think fit. 

4. The name of the governing body is: The Governing Body of St John XXIII 
Catholic Primary School. 

5. The Governing Body shall consist of sixteen governors of which there shall be: 

         (a)      nine foundation governors (of whom two shall, at the time of their appointment, be  
         eligible for election or appointment as parent governors); 

(b) three parent governors; 

(c)     the headteacher; 

(d) one LA governor; 

(e) one staff governor; 

(f)     one co-opted governor. 

6. Foundation governors shall be appointed and may be removed by the Archbishop 
of Westminster (or any other person exercising Ordinary jurisdiction on his 
behalf). 

7.       The term of office for every foundation governor shall terminate on 31st August 
          following the third anniversary of the date of appointment 

8. This Instrument of Government comes into effect on the 1st September 2015.                                            



9. This Instrument of Government was approved by the Diocese of Westminster on 

21 July 2015 and made by order of Hammersmith and Fulham local authority 

on...................... 

10.     A copy of this Instrument of Government must be supplied to every member of 

the governing body (and head teacher if not a governor), and the Archdiocese of 

Westminster. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


